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BY SILVANA D. RASO

PROTECTING YOUR
COMPANION — WHAT
EVERY DOG OWNER
SHOULD KNOW GOING
INTO A DMORCE

A dog is a prized compan-
ion for most owners. Many
people treat their dogs just
like they would a child, nur-
turing them and catering to
their every need.For these
owners, it is a sign of love
for their four-legged friends.
What, then, would you do if
all of a sudden, your dog was
no longer a part of your life?
amed couples in the micsd of &
nasty divorce will use sy lever-

age they can find, With 3 23 pes
ol ingrase in custody hatties

aver peTd in ciyarse procesddieags,

accorehing i a survey by the Amancan Arademy
of Matrimaonial Lawpers, how s i determined
who gets to keep the dog? And what is the
imipact of a wepacstion an & pet?

This euie i was in the spotight & few
st ago when Brivhey Speses and Kavin Fader
Tine Sougi w0 Baed For-cusiody of their e digs
that Peaple for the Ethical Tresmans of irimals
(PETA) decided to get kvohwed. PETA arqued
that the best inberest of the couple’s children
s for them to keep the dogs, so caning cus-
tody shaukd go 1o whomeywer has cufiody of the
child rem

In cases Bl this, it is dificutt ra jucge which
descisann is the right one, Unfortunasely, the
courts do nod wiew disputes over cwnership of
pets o they view custody fights irvohing chil-

54 Dog hews

deen. I the eyes ol the lyw, pets ase it of persanal
praparty and ans divided as sach in a divarcs peo
meeding. In additan in fighting o r cwnership of the
pot.couples also fight over the weterinary bilk, what
I s of *vishation” dghts ae granted, and who pays
fer miscelaneous expenses

In the ewent of & divorce, haw can you ensuns
Thal yous gt to ke your dog and pratect it from any
afdaly & SREATATOR Py CALIGET

Marry timas, the bast soluthan & to dete mins
curstody and visitation privately so the courts do not
get invahed. | once fad a case imsolving a cat where
the judge threatened o put the cat in the middie of
the raom and ¢uitady wauld go 1o whickever spouts
thee et eas ioward Facing this ulimatum, the cougle
cam foa solation autsde of coun

Unfortunasely, scane couples cannot woric out
their differences and leave the decision in the hands
of the court. In these Instances.a judge will take the
fellowing insa considerstion:

= W cwradd the dag befiane the couple wirs mar
ngd = Owrsrrship bafore the marnage tvoically beads
to cwmarship afer the mardage.

= Whao ook care of the dog primarily = Believe g
of mal, yoed puobably hive ta shiow that you cane moes
abaud yous dog tham pour sposrse doss, I you ane the
ene witd vealics, lead claang, ard plavs with pour deg,
then you shoukd be the ons wha obitaing sissods,

* Wiho i the bas percon bo caee for b dog =
your spostse has @ hectl travel and wouk schedule
and you ang home, you ang in a better position to can
for your dog.

* Who has primany custody of the children - If
childeen are imvakeed, cusbady of the dags uiually
s with custady of the children sa no additional
hearmas he 4 Caugad

* Franuptlal agreament -  you detarmined
bafose thiy mamage who would got the dog inthe
evend of a divosce; you just saved yourszif a lot of

timez, Moy and energy.

H s bth mally winl o kesp your cos, deter-
i @ way b onclude The dog as past of your shars
of a 50-50 s plit of aspats im the evert of a divoroe. It
may tako some ragotixtion and the sacrifice of soms
octhor assets, but it will be wel worth it vihe n you get
b take your dog home with you

Your dog is & member of your family and when
Ihe I'.-unllg' i8 brchen g, Frdos well:Eeing needs 1o bs
takin imio oo daration s well

Sifwana & Baso heads the family fow proctice ot
Englewnod CINFL, Wi-based Schepdii & Moloughlin, R4
witere she counse’s civesis in ofl aneas of natrimonal
i ity Lo ncturding paf cugady
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